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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENTS 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

This paper is submitted in response to the official action having a mail date of August 
15, 2002, setting a one-month statutory period for reply which normally would expire on 
September 15, 2002. September 15, 2002, however, was a Sunday, and this paper is being 
filed on the first normal business day after that date. Accordingly, this paper is timely filed, 
and no extension of time is necessary. 

REMARKS 

The office action identifies four groups of claims that ate allegedly directed to distinct 
inventions: Group I (claims 1-6^ which are said to be directed to "a method of sorting stock 
items, classified in class 209, subclass 546), Group II (claims 7-28, which are said to be 
directed to "a computer controlled sorting apparatus, classified in class 700, subclass 223), 
Group m (claims 29-32. which are said to be drawn to "a product handling apparatus having 
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